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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Burnham-on- Sea  Urban 

District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1925. 

Area  in  acres  = 1323. 

Population  in  1921  = 5567. 

,,  in  1925  = Estimated  by  M.O.H.  = 6184. 

,,  in  1925  = General  Eegister  Office=5038. 

Eateable  Value  in  1921  = £23,200  10s.  Od. 

„ „ in  1925=£26,738  14s.  4d. 

Id.  rate  in  1921  = £93  13s.  Od. 

„ in  1925  = £111  48.  lOd. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  1921  = 1104. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  in  1921  = 1308. 

During  1925,  38  new  Dwellinghouses  were  erected  and  certified  fit  for 
habitation,  13  of  these  were  of  the  working-class  type,  7 receiving 
assistance  by  Subsidy.  50  more  houses  are  in  course  of  building 
including  22  working-class  houses  which  are  being  erected  by  the 
Council. 


Vital  Statistics. 

The  Birth  and  Death  Eates  are  calculated  from  an  estimated  population 
of  6184. 

45  Births,  44  legitimate  and  1 illegitimate,  were  registered  during  the  year, 
giving  a Birth  Eate  of  7.2. 


There  were  59  deaths  at  all  ages.  From  this  number  must  be  deducted  4 
deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  another  district,  and  6 deaths  added  of  persons 
belonging  to  this  district  who  died  outside  it.  This  gives  a rate  of  9.8. 


According  to  the  returns  of  the  General  Eegister  OflBce  the  population  in 
1925  was  5038,  nearly  500  less  than  in  1921.  Obviously  this  cannot  be  a correct 
estimate.  Calculated  from  this  figui'e  the  Birth  and  Death  Eates  are  8.9  and  12.1, 
respectively. 


Deaths  under  1 Year  ; 

Under  1 week 
1 to  4 weeks 
1 ,,  6 months 

6 „ 12  „ 
Total — 1. 


Nil. 

Nil. 

1 

Nil. 


Eate  of  Infant  Mortality — 22.2  per  1000  births. 


Infectious  Diseases; 


Disease 

Totai,  Cases 
Notified 

Cases  Admitted 
TO  Hospitai, 

Total  Deaths 

Smallpox  ... 





— 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

3 

— 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

3 

* 

— 

Tuberculosis 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Piilinoiiary 

Non-Piiliiioiiary 
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1 

1 

1 

Milk  Supply. 

(a)  Number  of  Producers  on  the  Eegister — 2. 

(b)  ,,  ,,  Distributers  ,,  — 13. 

Distributers  divided  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Distributers  who  are  also  producers — 2. 

(2)  Distributers  alone  ...  — 11. 

No  licenses  have  been  granted  to  distributers  to  sell  Pasteurised,  Graded  or 
Certified  Milk.  No  action  has  been  taken  as  to  tuberculous  milk  and  tuberculous 
cattle. 


Meat  Supply. 

2 Slaughterliouses  are  licensed  for  one  year  to  occupiers  who  have  given  only 
a notice  of  Slaughtering  at  a fixed  time. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  W.  H.  Chowins,  has  been  appointed  Meat  Inspector. 

During  the  year  1 whole  carcase  of  an  ox  and  1 cai'case  of  a sheep,  also  1 
fore  quarter  of  an  ox,  have  been  condemned. 

Social  Conditions. 

The  Town  of  Burnham  is  built  on  sandy  soil  in  most  parts  20  feet  above 
ordnance  datum.  There  are  two  main  sewers  discharging  into  the  sea  below  low 
water  mark  and  protected  by  Tidal  Valves.  Owing  to  some  parts  of  the  district 
being  below  the  level  of  the  main  drain,  the  sewege  has  to  be  raised  by  a system  of 
pumping,  the  pumps  being  kept  in  action  by  electric  power.  All  houses  in  the 
district  are  provided  with  Water  Closets. 

The  Inhabitants  of  the  district  are  much  increased  in  the  summer  by  a large 
influx  of  visitors  who  are  catered  for  by  hotels  and  lodging  houses. 

There  are  two  chief  industries,  the  Brewery  and  the  Brick  Yards. 

There  is  a Hospital  for  general  cases,  but  not  one  for  Infectious  diseases. 

The  Water  Supply  is  derived  from  a spring  situated  in  the  Winscombe  Valley, 
the  Geological  features  being  a Dolomitic  Conglomerate  formation.  The  yield  is 
practically  unlimited.  The  water  flows  by  gravitation  through  pipes  to  Brent 
Knoll,  where  it  is  pumped  to  a reservoir  on  the  hill  and  from  there  is  distributed  by 
gravitation. 

During  1922  and  1923  the  Water  Supply  was  improved  by  the  laying  of  a 
new  12  cast  iron  gravitation  main  from  the  springs  at  Winscombe,  replacing  2^ 
miles  of  defective  earthenware  pipes. 

New  houses  erected  and  certified  in  1921 — 21. 

„ „ „ 1922—11. 

„ „ „ 1923—30. 

„ „ „ 1924—36. 

„ „ ,.  1925—38. 


Total  136 


In  1921  the  Council  erected  18  working  class  houses,  and  in  1925  commenced 
the  erection  of  40  more.  The  Worston  Lane  district  is  now  being  sewered,  and  in 
addition  to  the  existing  houses  a large  area  of  building  land  at  that  end  of  the  town 
will  be  drained  by  the  new  system  which  is  now  almost  completed. 

I am, 

Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

F.  C.  BEREY,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


April  9th,  1926. 


Burnham-on-Sea  Urban  District  Council. 


PUBLIC  OFFICES, 

BUENHAM-ON-SEA,  Somerset, 

30th  January,  1926. 

To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Bui-nham-on-Sea. 

Dear  Sir, 

I submit  herewith  my  Report  of  Sanitary  Work  during  the  year  1925. 

During  the  year  38  new  Dwellinghouses  were  erected  and  certified  complete 
and  fit  for  habitation,  of  these  13  were  of  the  working-class  type,  7 being  assisted  by 
“ Subsidy.” 

50  more  houses  are  in  course  of  erection  including  22  working-class  houses 
being  erected  by  the  Council. 

Notices  to  put  in  habitable  repair  7 dwellinghouses  were  complied  with, 
and  the  drains  of  12  houses  were  relaid. 

All  new  drains,  and  drains  repaired  after  notice,  have  been  tested  before  being 
covered. 

Disinfection  by  fumigation  or  spraying  was  carried  out  on  12  premises. 

Notices  were  served  in  1 case  of  “ keeping  animals,  etc.,”  1 case  of  foul 
accumulation,  5 cases  of  stagnant  ditches.  These  have  been  complied  with 
except  one,  which  is  still  outstanding. 

There  are  now  on  the  register  1 Factory,  44  Workshops,  12  Bakehouses  and 
2 licensed  Slaughterhouses. 

Notice  to  limewash  a Bakehouse  was  served  and  complied  with,  but  generally 
they  are  all  kept  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  Meat  Regulations,  under  which 
one  whole  carcase  of  beef  and  a quantity  of  imported  beef  wex'e  condemned  and 
destroyed.  The  Slaughtex'houses  are  kept  very  clean  and  the  owners  willing  to 
comply  with  the  regulations. 

Under  the  Milk  Regulations  there  were  registered  12  Retail  Purveyors  of 
milk  and  13  Cowkeepers  and  wholesalers. 

Before  registration  the  various  premises  were  all  inspected  and  notices  to 
affect  alterations,  improvements  or  cleaning  were  served  in  the  case  of  6 Dairies  and 
6 Cowkeepers  and  were  complied  with. 

One  Cowkeeper  issued  a misleading  advertisement  of  his  milk,  and  the  County 
Medical  Officer  visited  the  farm  and  dealt  with  the  matter. 

During  the  year  an  up-to-date  Public  Mortuary  has  been  erected  in  Westfield 
Road,  by  the  Council. 

During  the  summer,  ditches  in  Love  Lane,  Stoddens  Road  and  Brent  Broad 
were  sprayed  with  anti-mosquito  fluid. 

In  connection  with  tlie  above  matters  270  visits  were  paid. 

Returns  of  Housing  have  been  prepared  and  regulax'ly  forwarded  to  the 
Ministry  of  Health. 

I am.  Sir,  Yours  faithfully, 

Wm.  H.  CHOWINS. 
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